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NEW: Cornyn to serve on Senate Judiciary Committee  
   
By Gary Martin  
Express-News Washington Bureau  
Web Posted : 01/06/2003 12:14 PM  
WASHINGTON — Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, was named today to the Judiciary Committee, one of four 
committee assignments for the state’s junior senator.  

Cornyn also will serve on the Environment and Public Works Committee, the Budget Committee and the Armed 
Services Committee.  

All of the assignments “provide immediate opportunities to promote issues, projects and legislative action to benefit 
the people of Texas and the nation,” said Cornyn, a former Texas Supreme Court justice and Texas attorney general. 

The Judiciary Committee is responsible for the confirmation of presidential appointees to federal courts and U.S. 
Supreme Court vacancies.  

Democrats on the panel blocked the confirmation of several judicial nominees in the last congressional session, 
accusing President Bush of trying to pack the courts with conservative judicial activists.  

The Judiciary Committee’s rejection of Texas Supreme Court Justice Priscilla Owen, tapped by Bush for a seat on 
the U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals, became an issue in the Senate race between Cornyn and former Dallas Mayor 
Ron Kirk, a Democrat.  

After the Nov. 5 election, Bush vowed to push the Owen nomination before the Republican-controlled Senate.  

Cornyn strongly supports the Owen nomination. He said his seat on the committee will help ensure “a solid federal 
judiciary made up of men and women who interpret the law, rather than legislate from the bench.”  

Meanwhile, the Environment and Public Works Committee will craft a reauthorization of the Transportation Equity 
Act for the 21st Century, a major bill that includes billions in highway funding for projects nationwide.  

Cornyn said Texas desperately needs the transportation funds that TEA-21 would provide to “remain a leader in 
trade with other states and nations.”  

San Antonio leaders applauded the selection of Cornyn for the Armed Services panel.  

Federal military spending in San Antonio, with four major installations and two military medical centers, is 
estimated at more than $3 billion annually.  

San Antonio leaders also are casting a wary eye at another round of base closures in 2005.  

The Pentagon has said that every base will be evaluated for potential closure as it moves toward a final round that 
could eliminate as many as 100 more facilities.  
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NEW: Cornyn to serve on Senate Judiciary Committee, Con’t.
Closure rounds in 1988, 1991, 1993 and 1995 shut down 97 major installations and more than 200 smaller facilities 
for savings of $16.7 billion in operating expenses.  

The closures also are expected to produce $6.6 billion in recurring savings each year for the next decade.  

Kelly AFB in San Antonio, singled out in the 1995 round, was closed last year with a loss of 10,912 military and 
civilian jobs.  

Other San Antonio installations that would face scrutiny are: Brooks AFB, Randolph AFB, Lackland AFB, Wilford 
Hall Medical Center, Brooke Army Medical Center, and Fort Sam Houston and its training facilities at Camp Bullis.
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NEW: 10,000 Army Reserve troops placed on alert  
   
By Sig Christenson  
Express-News Military Writer  
Web Posted : 01/06/2003 5:08 PM  
The Army Reserve has alerted 10,000 soldiers to be ready to deploy, possibly to the Mideast, in what one 
spokesman said today was a “prudent planning step.”  

In all, 275 Army Reserve units were given an “alert order” in the days after Christmas, Army Reserve 
Command spokesman Steve Stromvall said. No units have yet to be deployed, said Stromvall, who 
stressed that they may not be mobilized.  

Still, the units put on alert status include military intelligence, military police, medical specialists, civil 
affairs and psychological operations, areas in short supply in the active-duty force and typically called to 
action before a major operation, a former high-level defense official said.  

“The (alert) order is the kind of thing that we have seen in Kosovo and earlier in Bosnia,” said F. Whitten 
Peters, who was secretary of the Air Force under President Clinton. “Units like psy-ops are the kinds of 
specialties in the Reserves that always are needed any time when a major action’s going to be 
conducted, so it seems to be a standard ramp-up.”  

Pentagon officials said little about the action, which came amid a flurry of military activity that appeared 
directed toward the Persian Gulf. In recent days thousands of military personnel have been called to duty, 
among them B-1 Lancer bomber crews, a pair of aircraft carriers and a hospital ship, the USNS Comfort. 
Altogether, up to 50,000 U.S. troops could be in the region by early February.  

Days ago, however, President Bush told troops at Fort Hood that they could become players in future 
missions.  

But as the day ended, it was business as usual at the sprawling Central Texas post, home to 42,000 
troops with the 1st Cavalry Division, 4th Infantry Division and 13th Corps Support Command. No tanks or 
heavy machinery had been moved off the post to the Texas Gulf Coast, an expected first step for a major 
deployment.  

So far, 53,816 National Guard and Reserve troops have been mobilized, with more expected to come. 
The Texas National Guard’s top commander, Army Maj. Gen. Wayne D. Marty, said about 80 of his 
troops were recently alerted to be ready for action but have not yet been called up. He added that more 
could be called to duty if the Persian Gulf heats up.  

“We’ve got about 25 Army deployed, 500 Air Force deployed. We still have other units, but it’s hard to say 
at this time,” Marty said. “I would imagine if this thing goes full blown that there’ll be other National Guard 
units called up.” 
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Army Reserve puts 10,000 on the alert  
   
By Sig Christenson  
Express-News Military Writer  
Web Posted : 01/07/2003 12:00 AM  
The Army Reserve has alerted 10,000 soldiers to be ready to deploy, possibly to the Mideast, in what one official 
Monday called a "prudent planning step."  

In all, 275 Army Reserve units were given an "alert order" after Christmas, Army Reserve Command spokesman Steve 
Stromvall said, adding that no units had yet been deployed and that they may or may not be mobilized. He did not 
identify the units.  

Still, those units put on alert status include military intelligence, military police, medical specialists, civil affairs and 
psychological operations, areas in short supply in the active-duty force and typically called to action before a major 
operation, a former high-level defense official said.  

"The (alert) order is the kind of thing that we have seen in Kosovo and earlier in Bosnia," said F. Whitten Peters, who 
was secretary of the Air Force under President Clinton.  

Pentagon officials said little about the action, which came amid a flurry of activity directed toward the Persian Gulf. In 
recent days thousands of military personnel have been called to duty, among them B-1 Lancer bomber crews, sailors 
aboard a pair of aircraft carriers and medical specialists with the USNS Comfort, a hospital ship.  

Days ago, President Bush told troops at Fort Hood that they could become players in future missions. But as the day 
ended, it was business as usual at the post, home to 42,000 troops with the 1st Cavalry Division, 4th Infantry Division 
and 13th Corps Support Command.  

No M1-A2 tanks or heavy machinery had been moved by rail to the Texas Gulf Coast, an expected first step for a major 
deployment.  

So far, 53,816 National Guard and Reserve troops have been mobilized, with more expected. The Texas National 
Guard's top commander, Army Maj. Gen. Wayne D. Marty, said about 80 of his troops recently were alerted to be ready 
for action but have not been called up.  

"We've got about 25 Army deployed, 500 Air Force deployed, we still have other units, but it's hard to say at this time," 
Marty said Monday, adding: "I would imagine if this thing goes full-blown that there'll be other National Guard units 
called up."  

The 20,000-strong Texas Guard already is in the process of bringing up 500 troops who are to be among 9,000 
nationwide providing security at Air Force bases.  

Marty said his troops should be at their stations by month's end. Some of them will serve at 13 Air Education and 
Training Command bases, including Randolph and Lackland AFBs in San Antonio, AETC spokesman Dave Smith said. 
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Army Reserve puts 10,000 on the alert, Con”t. 

While Pentagon spokesman Lt. Col. Dan Stoneking said the Defense Department doesn't discuss alert notifications 
"because so often they don't come to fruition," the Reserve Command's Stromvall downplayed the order. He said there 
was no "specific destination" in the order.  

"What we're calling this is a prudent planning step," Stromvall said. "It means that the likelihood has gone up and they 
should start doing the things that they need to do, but it definitely does not mean that everybody on that list will go."  

Former Army Secretary Louis Caldera, though, shared Peters' belief that the order is a harbinger, considering previous 
such call-ups.  

As the smaller active-duty force gears up for war, the Pentagon must turn to reservists to fill its needs, he said, adding 
that the order will impact the public as well as the troops.  

"I think part of what this will do is make much more real for many people the possibility that there will be a military 
action," he said. "The discussions have been there, but it hasn't been really brought home." 
 



AETC Bases News Clips 
Altus AFB, OK 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  07-Jan-03 

 

 

The Altus Times  
PAGE:  1B 
DATE: 07-Jan-03 

 
 

 



AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  07-Jan-03 

 

 AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  07-Jan-03 

 

The Arizona Republic 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  03-Jan-03 

 
 

 

The Arizona Republic 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  03-Jan-03 

 
 

 



AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  07-Jan-03 

 

West Valley View 
PAGE:  Internet 

 AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  07-Jan-03 

 

West Valley View 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  07-Jan-03 

 
 

 

 

DATE:  07-Jan-03 
 
 



AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  07-Jan-03 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Daily News 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  07-Jan-03 

 
 



AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  07-Jan-03 

 

Daily News 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  07-Jan-03 

 
 

 AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  07-Jan-03 

 

Daily News 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  07-Jan-03 

 
 

 

 



AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  07-Jan-03 

 

Daily News 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  07-Jan-03 

 
 

 

 
 



AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  07-Jan-03 

 

Daily News 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  07-Jan-03 

 
 

 



AETC Bases News Clips 
Columbus AFB MI 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  07-Jan-03 

 

 
Biloxi may add more restrictions near base 
Keesler fears sprawl, potential for fatalities 
By TOM WILEMON 
THE SUN HERALD 

BILOXI - Biloxi may impose new restrictions on land uses and buildings near Keesler Air Force Base. 

The Biloxi Planning Commission heard the new proposals Thursday for the first time. Brig. Gen. Michael W. 
Peterson, commander of the 81st Training Wing at Keesler, requested the restrictions to protect the base from 
encroachment and to lessen the potential for civilian fatalities in the event of a crash. 

Biloxi and other communities throughout the U.S. are using zoning laws to try to shield military installations from 
being smothered by development and protect them from a second round of base closings scheduled for 2005. 

The restrictions in Biloxi would be tied to maps that designate zones with accident potential and noise contours. 
Areas within the city of D'Iberville on the other side of the base's main runway also lie within these zones. 

The new proposals would prohibit residences, hotels, condominiums, libraries, schools and medical offices within 
accident-potential zones. Several hotels and other businesses that already are located in the areas would be 
grandfathered. 

Buildings in areas affected by aircraft noise would be required to have structural sound buffers. Possibilities include 
double-paned windows, extra gypsum board and insulated ceilings. 

Britt Singletary, a Biloxi lawyer whose clients include developers, questioned whether the building restrictions are 
necessary. Calling jet noise the "sound of freedom," Singletary said it is something people would become 
accustomed to. 

"Has anybody asked developers how it will increase construction costs if you put this in?" he said. 

A similar requirement near Las Vegas increased construction costs in some instances by 20 percent, Singletary said. 

"Somebody better make sure developers and Realtors understand it," Singletary said. "If you're going to do it, let's 
do it up and down the railroad tracks, too... I don't know if we're making a mountain out of a molehill and we're 
going to increase the cost of construction." 

Bryan Shotts, a retired lieutenant general who serves on the Planning Commission, said the city needs to enact some 
long-term protections for the base. He said he knew of two military installations that had closed because of noise 
complaints from urban areas. 

Mayor A.J. Holloway sat in on the discussions but made no comments. 

"The next thing you know, the mayor is saying you got to change your flight patterns - I know you wouldn't do that, 
A.J.," Shotts said. "I know of two places there that has happened." 
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Couple retires from base after 66 years, Con’t. 
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A new ordinance governing airspace for Vance Air Force Base will be discussed 
during the Enid City Commission study session Tuesday.  
The ordinance was created by the city commission in 1988. The Airfield Environs Overlay District has two 
purposes - to protect the airspace around Vance and to protect the citizens and property owners from any 
damages relating to the base. The ordinance provides guidance on uses compatible with airfield accident 
hazards and noise exposure areas. The ordinance was based on studies with the Air Force. New 
standards have been recommended for the area, and those also will be discussed. 

The ordinance is scheduled for consideration by Metropolitan Area Planning Commission Monday night. 

A public hearing will be held on the ordinance during the commission meeting Tuesday. 

City department heads have made a list of planned accomplishments for 2003, and the commission also 
will discuss those. 

A memo from City Manager Bill Gamble to the commissioners outlined the plans. Among them, Gamble 
wants to complete his conversion of the city work force into one that is productive and accountable. 

He also wants to complete technical changes in data processing and accounting changes in finance and 
educate and gain support from the new mayor and commissioners in May toward prioritizing fiscal 
responsibility and rebuilding and maintaining the city's infrastructure. 

Director of Development Services Robert Hitt listed completion and adoption of a revised comprehensive 
land use plan, review of construction standards and axpansion of street inspection and maintenance 
programs to include local streets and airport as priorities. 

During the meeting, OG&E electric services will make its $100,000 annual payment to the city for 
economic development. 

OG&E also will present a check for $5,000 for lights at David Allen Memorial Ballpark. The payment is 
part of the franchise agreement, in addition to the $100,000, for the ballpark maintenance and upkeep. 
The payments are part of OG&E's commitment to the community, said John Little, community affairs 
manager for OG&E. 

OG&E remits a 3 percent franchise fee, based on revenue to the city. 

Tuesday's check will be through a special agreement made when the last franchise was approved. The 
company will pay $100,000 for economic development for 15 years. This is the sixth payment made by 
that agreement.  
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